
EIC Accelerator pilot (SME 

Instrument)

Grzegorz Ambroziewicz

Deputy Head of Unit

EASME - Accelerator Unit 



Accelerator - opportunities

Pathfinder (short)

BusinesAcceleration Services, Achievements

Rationale, context, development 

Horizon Europe -Outlook

What's new for the EIC Accelerator



Rationale, context, development



Whatôs holding back European innovation

4

Lack of breakthrough and disruptive innovations 
that create new markets

Financing gap between R&D grants and private 
investment for scaling up innovative start -ups

Innovation 
performance

Innovation
funding

Innovation
ecosystem

Many national & local ecosystems, but fragmented at 
European level
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Financing gap: venture capital US vs EU
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Figure I.2-4.2-xx Venture capital funds raised (billion 
euro) in the EU27 and in the United States, 2007-2018

United States EU27

A gap persists in the average fund size between the EU and the United States. In 
particular, the gap in 2018 was the largest since 2007, with an average EU fund of 
35mnú which compares with an average fund of 174mnú in the United States.



Figure 3.3-12 Private unicorns, January 2020
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The European Innovation Council

One stop shop for breakthrough 
& disruptive innovators

Agile funding from idea to 
investment 

Open to all innovators, in any field, at any time

Highest potential innovators selected on basis of 
ideas and team 

Pathfinder grants for advanced research on 
emerging technologies
Accelerator funding for innovative start -ups
(<ú2.5 million grant, <ú15 million equity)
Crowding in private investment (VC, Invest EU)

Access to mentoring and advisory services and to  
knowledge partners ( e.g EIT)
Expert Programme Managers to engage with 
projects and communities
Prizes for breakthrough technologies

Building ecosystems and 
communities



First pilot phase launched in 2018

V.ǳŘƎŜǘ ƻŦ ϵ780 m (2018) bringing together pre-existing schemes in one 
place (SME instrument, Fast Track to Innovation, FET Open, Prizes)

V Introduction of open support for Start-ups and SMEs (no predefined 

themes)

V Introduction of interviews with juries of experienced innovators & investors to 

select SMEs for funding

VLaunch of major prizes for breakthrough innovations, e.glow cost space 

ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜǊ όϵмл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇǊƛȊŜύΤ ŀǊǘƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǇƘƻǘƻǎȅƴǘƘŜǎƛǎ όϵр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇǊƛȊŜύ

Some results

V6000 applications received (for SME phase 2 grants)

VMajority combining different fields: digital, energy, health, etc. 

Vрнл ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ϧ нрл ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ όōǳŘƎŜǘ ϵпрл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴύ 

VFast process (grant awarded in under 4 months)



Second phase launched in 2019

V LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƻŦ ϵ1 billion όнлмфύ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ άC9¢ tǊƻ-ŀŎǘƛǾŜέ ƛƴ Ǉƛƭƻǘ 9L/ 
Pathfinder, with 6 target technologies + Transition activities

V New EIC Advisory Board to bring in leading innovators for strategy & 
implementation (appointed in July 19, meetings in Sept, Dec, Feb)

V Introduction of pilot accelerator with option to apply for blended finance 
(combined grant and equity):

V Recruitment of first EIC programme managers

Some results (EIC Pilot Accelerator Oct 19 + Jan 20 cutoffs)

Á> 3700 applications

Á119SMEs selected(of which 60 blended finance, ~ 75% of budget)

ÁTop countries: FR (14), then ES, DE, CH and IL (all with 13).

Á1.157 Seals of Excellence 



Final pilot phase in 2020

VLƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƻŦ ϵмΦп ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ (2020)

VEIC Advisory Board ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ άŦǳƭƭ 9L/έ ŀƴŘ ǊƻŀŘƳŀǇ ŦƻǊ 
implementation

VάDǊŜŜƴ 5Ŝŀƭέ 9L/ ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘƻǊ όϵоллƳΣ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ мф aŀȅύ

VPilot for woman innovators (startupswith female CEO) - at least 25% at 
final interview phase.

VPilots with EIT KICs to test collaboration mechanisms with EIC

VFirst EIC programme managers in post and operational

VEstablishment of EIC Fund and first wave of equity investments/ co-
investments



EIC Advisory Board

CHAIR
Mark Ferguson

Entrepreneur, Science 
Foundation Ireland

VICE - CHAIR
Hermann Hauser

Co - founder of Amadeus 
Capital Partners

Kerstin Bock
CEO of 

Openers

Jo Bury
Managing Director of 
Flanders Institute of 

Biotechnology

Dermot Diamond
Principal Investigator: 

INSIGHT Centre for Data 
Analytics, Dublin City 

University

Laura Gonzalez -
Estefani

Founder and CEO at 
TheVentureCity

Jim Hagemann
Snabe

Chair Siemens 
AG, Chair AP 

Moller Maersk 
A/S

Ingmar Hoerr
Founder and 
Chairman of 

the 
Supervisory 

Board of 
CureVac AG

Fredrik 
Hºrstedt
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Chalmers 
University of 
Technology

Heidi Kakko
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BaltCap
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Bindi Karia
European 

Innovation Expert + 
Advisor, Connector 
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Businesses

Anita Krohn
Traaseth

Former CEO 
Innovation 

Norway

Jerzy Langer
Physicist, Emeritus 

Professor at the 
Institute of Physics 

of the Polish 
Academy of Sciences

Ana Maiques
Chief 

Executive 
Officer, 

Neuroelectrics

Marja Makarow
Biochemistry / 

molecular 
biology, director 

of Biocenter
Finland

Carlos Oliveira
Serial Entrepreneur, 

Innovator, 
Executive President 
of Jos® Neves

Foundation

Valeria 
Nicolosi
Chair of 

Nanomateria
ls and 

Advanced 
Microscopy

Bruno 
Sportisse
Chair and 

CEO at INRIA

Kinga 
Stanislawska

Managing 

Partner and 
Founder of 

Experior
Venture Fund

Roberto 
Verganti

Innovation 
academic, 

former RISE 
group

Martin Villig
Co - founder of 
Bolt (formerly 

Taxify )

Yousef Yousef
CEO of LG Sonic


